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Letters to the editor Contents 
Overstated 
I often feel like writing you in apprecia-
tion of the good things in the Visitor. It is 
true that I somet imes wish there were 
more articles by Brethren in Christ people 
instead of reprints f rom other magazines 
. . . but the reprints are usually very good, 
like the Bandwagon article by Stanley 
M o o n e y h a m in the July 25 issue. 
Wha t has actually brought me to write, 
though, is a reprint tha t seems a bit 
defective to me: the article called " T h e 
Most I m p o r t a n t , " in the same issue [July 
25], Cer ta inly the main message of the 
article is t rue and needed, underlining as it 
does the central place that God wants 
prayer to have in our lives. But surely the 
author is overdoing it when he asserts with 
John Wesley that God does nothing expect 
in answer to prayer! I 'm afraid that even a 
billion Chris t ians couldn ' t think of all the 
things God wants to do tomorrow, and 
remind Him of them in time! 
Well, I was going to let that overstate-
ment go by without a protest , until I read 
fur ther tha t God doesn't want His angels 
to pray! Tha t sounds like fantasy and 
guesswork to me. Don ' t you agree? 
Dwight Paine 
G r a n t h a m , PA 
Revival or Survival 
"Revival or Survival" was the title of an 
article written by a pastor in Bulawayo, 
just this past week. He states, " O h , for a 
church that is on fire for God , with men 
and women who are seen to have burning 
hearts and br imming eyes and lips and who 
cannot help but bear powerful witness to 
the grace of God in the gospel of Christ . 
For lack of this the church in Rhodesia 
languishes." 
We all know we are living in difficult 
days, here in Rhodesia, we know the fu ture 
may well give rise to ever increasing oppo-
sition and persecution but with the power 
of the Holy Spiri t , we shall do more than 
just survive. We will have a revival, we 
shall stir hearts and lives, to those whom 
we contact daily. God is still with his 
people in Rhodesia, and they are alive 
spiritually. 
We were very happy with the many 
contacts which we had in our recent visit to 
the States, meeting at the 200th Celebra-
tion at General Conference as well as 
several of the camp meetings. Fellowship 
with " the Brethren" was great . 
W e have now returned to Rhodesia with 
renewed strength, not merely to survive, 
but to help spread revival. God is giving 
strength to his church in these days. Con-
tinue to pray for your Brethren. 
Roy and Esther Mann 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia 
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From the Editor 
W e a r e in t h e m i d s t of o u r a n n u a l E . V . s u b s c r i p t i o n 
e f f o r t . T h i s b e c o m e s a t i m e f o r us n o t on ly t o o b t a i n 
r e n e w a l s b u t new s u b s c r i b e r s a s wel l . 
O u r n e w s u b s c r i p t i o n s c o m e e i t h e r t h r o u g h g i f t s o r f r o m 
e n c o u r a g i n g t h o s e n o t p r e s e n t l y s u b s c r i b i n g t o b e c o m e an 
E . V . r e a d e r — i n v e s t i n g less t h a n t en c e n t s a week in a 
C h r i s t i a n m a g a z i n e . 
Y o u w h o a r e p r e s e n t l y s u b s c r i b e r s c a n ass i s t us in 
b r o a d e n i n g t h e m i n i s t r y of t h e V I S I T O R by e i t h e r g iv ing 
o n e o r m o r e g i f t s u b s c r i p t i o n s , o r e n c o u r a g i n g a n o n -
s u b s c r i b e r t o t ry t h e p a p e r f o r a y e a r . In e i t h e r c a s e t h e 
cos t is on ly $ 4 . 5 0 a y e a r . 
A r e c e n t n e w s r e l e a s e i s sued by T h e Billy G r a h a m 
E v a n g e l i s t i c A s s o c i a t i o n c o v e r e d t h e o p e n i n g d a y s of D r . 
G r a h a m ' s visi t a n d m i n i s t r y t o P o l a n d . I t w a s r e p o r t e d in 
t h e r e l e a s e t h a t a m o n g o t h e r p u b l i c f u n c t i o n s e n g a g e d in 
by D r . G r a h a m w a s t h e v is i t ing of t h e C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l 
a n d H e a l t h C a r e C e n t e r wh ich w a s d e d i c a t e d t o t h e 13 
mi l l i on c h i l d r e n w h o lost t he i r lives in W o r l d W a r I I . 
I t w o u l d c e r t a i n l y be p r o p e r t o a sk w h a t end jus t i f i e s t h e 
s a c r i f i c e of 13 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n u p o n t h e a l t a r of w a r . T h i s 
n e w s r e l e a s e a n d th i s q u e s t i o n p o i n t s up the r e l e v a n c e a n d 
u r g e n c y o f t h e N e w C a l l to P e a c e m a k i n g (see p a g e 16). 
T h e r e a p p e a r e d in a r e c e n t i ssue o f The Wesleyan 
Advocate an a r t i c l e by its e d i t o r , G e o r g e E . F a i l i n g on t h e 
w o r l d ' s o b s e s s i o n w i t h m i l i t a r y p r e p a r e d n e s s a n d t h e 
i r r a t i o n a l a r m s r a c e . T h i s a r t i c l e is r e p r i n t e d on p a g e 14. 
The Wesleyan Advocate is t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n a l p a p e r f o r 
t h e W e s l e y a n C h u r c h . 
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Editorial (Guest) 
The Church and the 
Christ ian Family 
Ted Ward 
What is happening to the family in North America? We 
live in a society that has learned to accept divorce as a way 
of life, that expects very little f rom the home, and that is 
aggressively destroying tradit ions without first asking if 
there is something of value to replace them. 
And in the next quar ter century, we can expect the ways 
of the secular society and the ways of the church to become 
even more sharply contrast ing. The church needs the 
family. The Christ ian family is described by biblical 
precepts and models, and the family unit performs certain 
funct ions essential to the church. Understanding the 
biblical teachings about the nature of the church, for 
example, depends on experiences in the family; the biblical 
language and word pictures of church relationships assume 
that the hearer has had experiences in a certain sort of 
family. Indeed, it is in that certain sort of family that the 
awareness of God develops in the child. 
In contras t , the twentieth century has so far unfolded as 
an era of organizat ion and delegation. Excessive con-
fidence in organizat ions has led families to entrust respon-
sibilities that cannot rightly be delegated to the in-
sti tutional fo rms of school and church. 
It is the family 's responsibil i ty—not the school's or the 
church ' s—to provide warmth , nur ture , security and the 
st imulation of verbalized ideas and widely selected ex-
periences. T h e school can be a supplement but not a 
replacement, and the church, for its part , should be careful 
not to weaken the family through programs that usurp 
family functions. 
For Amer icans in general, parenthood is treated as an 
instinctive function: when it happens to you, you are 
supposed to know what to do. And the result of such 
neglect, coupled with a social s t ructure loaded with 
diversions that make family seem less important , is a 
breakdown of the home. In the secular society, it's " n o big 
dea l . " But the church must show more concern for what it 
could and should be doing to provide training for effective 
parenthood. 
What Can the Church Do? 
—Firs t , we need a commitment to do something 
worthwhile, not merely to dash off in all directions with 
new programs. Recent research breakthroughs offer in-
sights into how values develop and what parents, teachers 
and pastors can do to make a difference. Many of the new 
discoveries reinforce the teaching of the Word of God. 
Lawrence Kohlberg of Harvard , for example, has found 
that the quality of justice in a person's environment is a 
factor determining his development into higher stages of 
value judgment . This comes as an affirmation of the Word 
of God. Chris t ' s quotat ion of Hosea in the Mat thew 
account, " I desire commpassion more than sacrifice," 
reminds us that the Lord calls us to a life of godly mercy 
and justice among men, not to some mechanical conformi-
ty to a religious ritual. 
—Second, we need a prophetic voice in the pulpit 
reminding us of what God says about the nature of the 
family and its relationship to God ' s covenant with his 
people. When this prophetic voice is boldly keyed to God ' s 
righteous nature of mercy, love and justice, the Christ ian 
family will become a real contrast to the secular 
family—the viable option that is muffled and foggy today. 
—Third , we need a sense of history and an awareness of 
where the secular society is headed. We have tended to 
accept the ways of the secular society as our own standards 
( "Af te r all, this is a Christ ian country, isn't it?") but the 
time for a clearer sense of judgment is long overdue. As 
Christians, we are a peculiar people. Being "in the world 
but not of the world" is a much more challenging task than 
North American Christianity has ever accepted. 
Secular Pressures on the Family , the Church 
Great points of stress from the secular world on the 
Christ ian family are already visible: materialism and 
competitive accumulation of things; pride and privilege 
based on status, class, power and sex; the pressures to 
conform; the blind acceptance of behaviorism in education 
and in management . 
The issue of the influences of secular society goes far 
beyond questions of what sorts of movies to see, what 
television to allow children to watch, and whether or not to 
send our kids to "Chris t ian schools." We are now in the 
deeper waters of the effects of a secular management 
model embedded within the church, dividing clergy and 
laity in a most unbiblical way. We are faced with the 
overdue need to judge and separate f rom greed and 
selfishness (whether it is called theft or unconstrained 
exploitation), and we are faced too with a hardened 
insensitivity to human needs borne of a limited view of 
God ' s redeeming work. 
Secu la r society sees the fami ly as having been 
pragmatically useful in the past but expendable in the 
present. New forms and substitutes are being sought. Can 
we share this view? 
The writer is professor of Curriculum Research at Michigan 
State University. This article appeared in The Evangelical 
Newsletter, copyright by Evangelical Ministries, Inc. Used by 
permission. 
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More Than Conquerors-
Is That Really So? 
Luke L. Keefer 
M a n y people might wish that being 
a Christ ian could be an au tomat ic 
lifestyle—struggles past , faith easy, 
conduct predictable, opposition gone, 
godly influence upon others fantastic, 
glory continuously, and even a sense 
of immuni ty f rom Satan himself. 
Wouldn ' t that be heavenly? Perhaps 
so, but such wishing is surely a fancy 
of the head rather than a reality of the 
heart . Nevertheless, the imagination 
involved suggests tha t the very real 
issue of the Chr is t ian ' s desire for 
victorious living. 
The re are also many persons who 
feel t h a t v i c t o r i o u s l iving is a 
guaranteed result of having had the 
experiences of regeneration and the 
sanctifying of the heart attested by the 
bapt ism of the Holy Spiri t . This 
presumption is an oversimplification 
of the spiritual issues involved in our 
practical day to day experiences, and 
will surely lead such persons into 
f rus t ra t ions and hurtful di lemmas. It 
must be understood tha t the redemp-
tive experiences of the new birth and 
sanctification merely establish a cor-
rect relationship between God and the 
seeker. Dr. Eldon F u h r m a n , speaking 
at T h e 1978 Roxbury C a m p correctly 
observed that " the re are processes on 
e i ther side of the cr is is of sanc-
t i f icat ion" and that " some people 
don ' t realize that af ter sanctification 
we all still have a severe case of 
human i ty . " Thus, if we shall live the 
life of the " m o r e than conquerors" we 
are compelled to deal with the issues 
of our humani ty . A better name for 
this process is matur ing , or Chris t ian 
growth—personal improvement in the 
area of our humanness . 
The writer has had wide experience as a 
pastor , evangelist, campmeet ing speaker, 
church administrator, and missionary. He is 
presently pastor of the Free Grace Brethren in 
Christ Church, located near Millersburg, Pa. 
Prior to his return to the pastorate Rev. and 
M r s . K e e f e r we re a s s o c i a t e d with t h e 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute, Rhodesia. 
O n e o f t h e a r e a s of p o s t -
sanctification living in which defeat 
o c c u r s is t h a t of m a i n t a i n i n g 
assurance relative to the genuineness 
of our experience with God and our 
day by day relationship to him. Clear-
ly this is not a question of " H o w do 
you feel today ," because the destiny of 
the soul is not dependent on a graph of 
our feelings. The continuing assurance 
factor is based solidly on the nature of 
God and the essence of the sanctifica-
tion experience. We mature in propor-
tion to our understanding of these 
facts. 
God alone has perfect understan-
ding of man, and therefore is entirely 
benevolent towards man . In Psalm 
103:13-14 two words dealing with 
God ' s fatherly nature are specifically 
used for the purpose of fortifying our 
assurance before him. Because God 
truly understands man he "pitieth" 
them that fear him. Tha t is, he deals 
sympathetically with us in our cons-
tant distresses—our humanness; our 
s in-marred powers of perception, in-
genuity, and memory; our limitations 
in a t tempting the performance of our 
pure motives; the incessant a t tacks 
f rom the devil. Because he knows our 
" f r a m e " he "remembers" us. That is, 
he measures the real value of our 
performances in proportion to our 
abilities. This, for purposes of our 
continuing assurance, means that God 
accepts from us imperfect perfor-
mances whenever our " f e a r " of him 
(our motive) is pure. 
God ' s love toward man is also 
perfect. In terms of God ' s nature, his 
love is proffered, lavish, winsome, 
inclusive, unbiased, stable, forbearing, 
forgiving, and enduring. In terms of 
man ' s need, God ' s love is personal, 
dependable, unchangeable, available, 
supportive, unfailing, and reassuring. 
Joined to these facts there is still 
another marvel. According to R o m a n s 
5:10 and 8:32 we are told that if God 
loved us while we were his enemies, 
what then would his love toward us be 
like now that we are fully yielded to 
h im. W h a t an a s s u r a n c e of t he 
possibility of a continuing relationship 
that is! 
Another detail involved in post-
sanctification maturi ty is a correct 
concept of the experience itself. In 
sanctification our will is not destroyed 
when we seek death to self. Our will is 
divinely aligned with God ' s will for us. 
Our unyielded will when selfishly 
employed constitutes the basest car-
nality. Carnali ty with all its at tending 
evil manifestat ions is eliminated f rom 
our lives when our will, which is the 
necessary ingredient to our being a 
person, is divinely conformed to the 
will and control of the Holy Spirit . 
This is a once-and-for-all death to self, 
a crucifixion of the old man, a clean-
sing f rom the sin nature, being sanc-
tified wholly, being filled with the 
S p i r i t . T h e r e s u l t a n t c o n d i t i o n 
r e m a i n s a f ac t u n l e s s we by a 
deliberate decision refuse to be wholly 
yielded to God. It is not easy to 
become unsanctified. However, there 
are both Satan- imposed and self-
imposed hazards to our assurance of 
and continuance in heart holiness 
wrought within us in the sanctification 
experience. 
Satan sometimes roars upon us by 
sneers of accusation. He may speak to 
us like this, " Y o u aren ' t sanctified and 
you made yourself ridiculous by 
p r o f e s s i n g i t , " o r , if when you 
stumbled or failed in grace, he comes 
with his, "You don ' t feel very sanc-
tified now, do you?" or again, if your 
failure is repeated at some weak point 
of your life, he comes suggesting, " I f 
you were truly sanctified you would 
not repeatedly fail on the spur of the 
m o m e n t . " To believe him is fatal. 
Satan, on the other hand, may use the 
posi t ive a p p r o a c h of sweet com-
pliments. Have you ever heard him 
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say, " T h a t was a great sermon"? How 
cleverly he tells you that when you 
pray " things really happen," or that 
people say, "you are the godliest saint 
they ever knew!" This sweet better-
than-thou approach is from Satan and 
mature Christ ians reject it. 
Our assurance of right standing 
with God is sometimes shattered by 
self-imposed issues, such as, neglect of 
the W o r d , lack of devot ion and 
prayer, lack of practicing selflessness, 
through careless exposure, etc. A com-
ment on each of these may hasten our 
maturi ty . 
First, in reading the Bible earnestly 
accumulate passages that deal with 
assurances of grace and promises to 
believers rather than those that ex-
amine and condemn sinners. 
Secondly, in prayer and devotion 
spend much time in praise and less in 
petition. 
Thirdly, practice selflessness by 
developing tolerance for others, avoid 
j u d g m e n t a l a t t i t u d e s , r e f u s e to 
tabulate successes, be a ready learner 
and an effective apologizer, be com-
passionate and try to understand how 
the other person feels. 
Fourthly, expose yourself to holi-
ness circles, and share in non-holiness 
circles very discreetly. Shun the 
severely-worldly and the near-worldly 
goings-on of our day. The Christian 
must learn that our assurance before 
God can be shattered by both Satan 
and ourselves. 
More than conquerors? Yes! Ma-
t u r e C h r i s t i a n s ? Yes ! A f t e r t h e 
redemptive work of God has been 
experienced in both justification and 
sanctification it is necessary for us to 
earnestly improve our understanding 
of the awesomeness of a holy God, and 
also his condescending love which 
embraces us in it. In maturing we must 
learn to fathom that holy living is not 
measured by a scale of performance as 
much as it is the result of a selfless will 
which is fervently aligned to God 's 
known will for us. Conquerors and 
more than conquerors is the inevitable 
result of maturing into all the fulness 
of God. 
The Bible Speaks About 
Leaving Our Af fa i r s in Order 
Carl E. Keefer 
According to the March 30, 1978 
issue of the New York Times seven 
out of every ten Americans die without 
a Last Will and Tes tament . Each week 
over one hundred million ($100,000,-
000) dollars pile up in probate courts 
all across our nation, left to be dis-
posed of according to state law by 
individuals who died intestate—that 
is, w i t h o u t a val id Wi l l . T h e s e 
shocking statistics point out two facts: 
One, that the vast majori ty of all 
Americans are not taking advantage 
of their legal and God-given right to 
designate who is to receive their 
accumulated possessions at death; 
and 
Two, that everyone's estate is dis-
tributed by someone's Will, either 
the tes tamentary Will of the person 
who has died, or the will of the Sta te 
The writer is the denomination's Director of 
Stewardship and Finance. He and his wife are 
members of the Skyline View congregation. 
in which he or she resided. 
When an individual fails to make a 
Will, the will of the State , as expressed 
by its intestacy statutes, then becomes 
operative. In fact, if an individual's 
Will is not carefully and properly 
drawn, his or her beneficiaries may 
find the State 's will intervening and 
nullifying certain provisions of his or 
her "final instructions." 
These two items—no Will and in-
adequate Wills—are of particular con-
cern to the Christian. For "as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of 
G o d " (1 Peter 4:10), we recognize that 
managing personal finances during life 
and arranging for the final disposition 
of material blessings at death involves 
spiritual responsibility. 
God's Ownership 
Any nonsecular study of estate 
planning must, of necessity, begin with 
the doctrine of divine ownership. For 
the Scripture tells us plainly, repeated-
ly and consistently that God is the 
owner of all things. 
In Psalm 24:1 we find, "The earth is 
the L O R D ' S , and the fullness thereof; 
the wor ld , and they t h a t dwel l 
therein." Speaking on behalf of God 
on another occasion the Psalmist 
declares, " F o r every beast of the forest 
is M I N E , and the cattle upon a thou-
sand hills" (Psalm 50:10). " T h e silver 
is M I N E , and the gold is M I N E , saith 
the Lord of Hos t s" (Haggai 2:8). 
Thus we see that God not only owns 
the fields, the forests and the hills—He 
owns the cattle upon the hills, and the 
silver, the gold, the diamonds and the 
oil beneath the hills. 
In addition to owning the material 
wealth of this world, God is the right-
ful owner of us, his children. We 
belong to him first by creation, then by 
redemption, a n d finally by h is 
sustaining providence. 
For God said, "Let us make men in 
our i m a g e , a f t e r our l i k e n e s s " 
(Genesis 1:26). " A n d the L O R D G O D 
formed man out of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
to page six 
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Our Affairs in Order 
from page five 
the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul" (Genesis 2:7). 
While we were orginally created to 
have fellowship with God, our stub-
born self-will separated us from him. 
"But God commendeth (i.e., showed) 
his love toward us, in that , while we 
were yet sinners, C H R I S T died for 
us" ( R o m a n s 5:8), and redeemed us 
f rom our sins. 
The Apostle Paul speaks directly to 
this point when he writes, " F o r ye are 
bought with a price [i.e., the precious 
blood of Jesus]: therefore glorify God 
in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are G O D ' S " (I Corinthians 6:20). The 
whole Bible is, in fact, the story of this 
redemption. 
In add i t ion , G o d — t h r o u g h his 
Son—preserves and sustains all life. In 
Acts 17:28 Paul proclaims, " F o r in 
H I M [i.e., Christ] we live, and move, 
and have our being." The Hebrew 
writer makes a similar claim when he 
speaks of C H R I S T "upholding all 
things by the word of His power" 
(Hebrews 1:3). 
Thus we see that nothing we are or 
possess is really our own. We are 
G o d ' s r e s p o n s i b l e s u b j e c t s , o r 
stewards, entrusted with—and com-
m i s s i o n e d t o — a d m i n i s t e r H i s 
program here on earth (Mat thew 
28:19-20). 
M a n ' s Responsibil ity 
While God has entrusted us with his 
creation, he expects us to use it for his 
glory. The scope of this responsibility 
includes life itself, our time, health, 
abilities, the gospel and property. 
Even though only the stewardship of 
ma te r i a l possess ions will be con-
sidered in this context, particularly the 
need for preparat ion in anticipation of 
that inevitable time when we will pass 
from this life into life everlasting, we 
cannot escape our obligation to use all 
of our God-given gifts for the fulfill-
ment of Chris t ' s mission in the world. 
Daniel Webster was once queried 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e m o s t s ign i f i can t 
thought he ever had. His response was: 
" T h e most important thought that 
ever entered my mind was that of my 
individual responsibility to G o d . " 
This insight has practical applica-
tion in es ta te p lanning and Will 
preparat ion. For regardless of whether 
we own a very large estate or have 
relatively modest possessions, we are 
each personally responsible for the 
effective management of that which 
God, in his sovereignty, has seen fit to 
grant us (Galatians 6:5). 
We also know we can neither take 
our material possessions with us when 
we leave this earth, nor can we send 
any assets on ahead. All that we have 
accumulated must be left behind. 
In I Timothy 6:7 the Apostle Paul 
admonishes, "For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out . " 
M a n ' s Accountability 
This responsibility for Christian 
stewardship, then, is not to be taken 
lightly. For there is a coming day of 
reckoning (i.e., judgment) when we 
will all be held accountable for our 
f a i t h f u l n e s s in d i s c h a r g i n g ou r 
stewardship obligation. Paul declares, 
"Every one of us shall give an account 
of himself to G o d " (Romans 14:12). 
In the Parable of the Talents, the 
servants were required to give an 
account of their stewardship (Mat thew 
25:19). They were also required to 
produce evidence of their faithfulness. 
This concept of a final accounting is 
interwoven into a lmos t all Jesus ' 
t e a c h i n g s on r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and 
stewardship (Mat thew 12:36; 18:23; 
Luke 12:48; 16:3 and 19:15). 
Life ' s Brevity 
Another dimension that must be 
considered in pursuing a study of the 
biblical background for estate plan-
ning is the uncertainty and brevity of 
life itself. 
God has given us each a little chunk 
of eternity called time. These golden 
moments are doled out to us for our 
benefit and his honor. But t ime is like 
money; there is only so much of it. 
Once it is gone, there is no more. 
Job declares, " M y days are swifter 
than a weaver's shut t le" (Job 7:6). 
James asks, " F o r what is your life? It 
is even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away" 
(James 4:14). 
If we use our time wisely, it will pay 
dividends throughout eternity. If we 
waste it or fail to fulfill our respon-
sibilities during the time alloted to us, 
we will regret it forever. 
Our Response 
How, then, should we respond to 
God? . . . the One who created both 
heaven and earth (Isaiah 42:5), and 
sent his only Son, Jesus, to be the 
Savior of the world (John 3 : 1 6 ) . . . the 
One who gives us power to get wealth 
(Deuteronomy 8:18). 
Before answering this question, we 
need to recognize that the experience 
of salvation through the grace of God 
in Christ Jesus carries an undeniable 
inference of the greatest import for 
our present study. 
For reconciliation to God sets up a 
whole new relationship between man 
and the One who redeemed him. There 
is a bond of love between us that 
causes old things to pass away and all 
things to become new (II Corinthians 
5:17). 
The forgiven sinner can no longer 
ask, " W h a t are the dues I must pay to 
God to keep in his good graces?" He, 
or she, is impelled to say, " H o w can I 
show my love for my Savior, the One 
to whom I literally owe my life?" 
Thus, a true Christ ian 's grateful and 
obedient response finds expression in 
t h e u s e o f a l l h i s o r h e r 
resources—that is, time, abilities and 
finances—for the advancement of 
Chris t ' s cause and kingdom. 
Estate planning is part of this ex-
pression, for what God has given He 
has provided for both our needs and 
His purposes. Many of these purposes 
are not fulfilled at the end of an 
individual's lifetime. 
The Christian recognizes, therefore, 
that by developing an effective estate 
plan, documented carefully in a Last 
Will and Testament , he or she has 
opportunity to: 
1. Complete his or her stewardship 
responsibility; 
2. Exercise control over even the last 
of his or her material possessions; 
3. Safeguard dependents; 
4. Demonstrate love for the Master 
by returning at least a tithe of his or 
her physical blessings; and, in so 
doing, 
5. Further his or her confession of 
faith. 
Of such faithful Christian stewards, 
the Church of tomorrow will gladly 
and gratefully testify: " H e being dead, 
yet speaketh" (Hebrews 11:4). 
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Hymn-Writing Contest Church News 
T h e C o m m i s s i o n on M u s i c and 
W o r s h i p is con t inu ing the H y m n 
Wri t ing Contes t in the hope of en-
couraging the creative talents of our 
people, and finding new hymns for us 
to use in our services. 
W e plan to recognize a Brethren in 
Chr i s t " h y m n - o f - t h e - y e a r " in the 
Evangelical Visitor, so we encourage 
"ye poets and composers , pastors and 
people" to enter the contest . 
The guidelines are ra ther easy to 
follow and permit the use of a stan-
dard tune to go with your poem; or a 
s tandard poem to use with your new 
tune. 
1. The te rms " H y m n " should be 
interpreted in a broad sense, 
including spiritual song, contem-
porary idiom, etc. 
2. Texts should be suitable for in-
It is easy for the Christ ian to see 
where the worldly man is robbing God 
daily. But the question in Malachi is 
directed to God ' s people, therefore it 
could have more plainly read, "Wil l a 
godly man rob G o d ? " 
S o m e may quickly retort , " H o w 
can a man be godly if he robs God?" 
H e can ' t . Unintent ional robbery is 
r ampan t in the Christ ian Church . It 
occurs weekly. 
T h e same verse in Malachi which 
raises the question about robbing G o d , 
g ives t h e a n s w e r : in t i t h e s a n d 
offerings. Al though the subject (man) 
in the question is singular, readers 
often overlook that the answer is in the 
plural . M a n robs God if he gives only 
a ti the! 
Many suppor ters of the Lord ' s work 
today feel satisfied that they are not 
robbing God if they give 10% of their 
income. ( S o m e even debate whether it 
should be of the net or gross income.) 
But " t i t he s" is plural; " g i f t s " is plural 
according to Malachi 3:8. The Old 
Tes tament speaks of more than one 
tithe. N o t only were tithes given an-
The writer is Director of Stewardship, Cana-
dian Regional Conference, and a member of the 
Board of Directors, Jacob Engle Foundation. 
He and his wife and daughter are members of 
the Wainfleet congregation. 
elusion in a B. in C. hymnal, 
expressing our faith and life. 
3. Music must be suitable for con-
gregational singing. 
4. All texts should be submitted 
with a specific tune, either newly 
composed or borrowed f rom an 
existing hymn. 
5. O r i g i n a l m e l o d i e s a r e e n -
couraged; however, such tunes 
should be related to a new or 
existing text. 
6. Copyrights for all entries become 
the property of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Entries for this year 's hymn should be 
submitted by December 31, 1978. 
Mail entries to Ronald L. Miller, 
Messiah College, Gran tham, Penn-
sylvania, 17027. 
nually as crops matured (Deut. 14:22), 
but a " t i the of the increase" (Deut. 
14:28, A m o s 4:4) was given every 
th ree years as well. T i th ing our 
" c rops" or income seems to be as far 
as many go in their concept of giving. 
Indeed, it would be a great blessing if 
every Christian gave to this extent. 
In today 's language, the " increase" 
referred to above could be equated to 
our capi ta l ga ins . Dur ing recent 
decades, there has been t remendous 
appreciation in every kind of property. 
With very few exceptions, the net 
worth of an individual increases year-
ly. For some it may be considerable 
holdings, while for others it may only 
be the old furniture they have used for 
years. At what point in time will God 
receive His share of this increase? Are 
Christ ians even considering it? 
Perhaps the "every third yea r" 
procedure used in the Old Testament 
may be a good rule of the thumb for 
today. Much is said about taking 
inventory of our life and adjusting our 
priorities. Taking a literal inventory of 
our assets every third year may cause 
us to thank God for His goodness and 
give Him an opportunity to speak 
about our responsibility to share a 
portion of this increase with Him. No 
one wants to consciously rob God. 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Ginder. Minister at Large 
Upon his re t i rement as bishop of the 
Allegheny Conference Dr. Henry A. Ginder 
began his responsibilities as Messiah College 
Minister at Large last month. As his title 
suggests, he is serving as a general represen-
tative of the college. This includes giving special 
attention to winning the understanding and 
support of new friends for the college along with 
promoting student enrollment. 
The above role is part-time since he is also 
giving service in two other ways: Spiritual 
Growth Preaching Missions, and Brethren in 
Christ Missions Representation. 
More than one of the three ministries can 
sometimes be carried out at the same place and 
time. For example: a pre-sermon talk on the 
benefits of Christian higher education could be 
followed by a sermon on Christian growth. And 
that, in turn, could be followed by an appoint-
ment relating to missions. 
Dr. Ginder has been a strong supporter of 
Messiah College, sending all his children and 
encouraging countless others to enroll. His 
counsel during nineteen years on the Board of 
Trustees has been held in high esteem. Two 
years ago he was honored with the Messiah 
College Distinguished Alumnus Award. 
Hymn Festival Nov. 19 
The Gran tham Oratorio Society is giving a 
Hymn Festival Concert on Sunday af ternoon, 
November 19, at 3 p.m., in the Campus Center . 
Many readers will recall that the Hymn Festival 
was once a very popular part of the Messiah 
College singing season. 
T h e p r o g r a m w i l l f e a t u r e h y m n 
arrangements, hymn-anthems, and traditional 
anthems with choir, congregational, brass choir, 
and string choir participation. 
The director, Dr. Ronald R. Sider, says the 
numbers will include traditional hymns, 
contemporary folk-songs, a selection from 
Mendelssohn's Elijah, and another f rom the 
Broadway musical, Godspell. 
The concert will open with a brass choir in the 
rear balcony and all choirs and congregation 
joining in the hymn, "All Hail the Power of 
Jesus' Name!" 
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"A Planting Camp, 
A Growing Camp" 
Joseph Hyatt 
Another camping season here at Spring Lake Retreat 
has come and gone, leaving one to reminisce and to 
consider the successes and failures of this year 's program. I 
would like to share with you some things that stand out in 
my mind as I reflect back on those five weeks of camp. Let 
me begin by briefly commenting on this year 's staff. 
This year ' s staff, I believe, was somewhat unique in two 
particular ways. In the first place there was an excellent 
balance between city staff and Pennsylvania staff. During 
most of the camps this balance, especially in the 
counselling staff, ran 50-50. The value of such a close ratio 
was that campers were provided with a unique cultural 
experience through the Pennsylvania personnel, yet at the 
same time knew that there was someone at close range 
who could understand and relate to the problems they face 
back home in the city. 
This year 's staff was also unique in that there were a 
greater number of adult staff and their families present 
than in previous years. The presence of these adult staff 
members added a t remendous dimension to the camping 
p r o g r a m th rough their ma tu r i t y and age-mellowed 
wisdom. Also very much appreciated was the attitude of 
servanthood which generally prevailed among these staff 
members, permitting them to serve gladly in whatever 
capacity they were assigned. By mentioning these two 
unique characteristics of this year 's staff I am not 
suggesting that the staff was perfect—it was not. There 
were problems which often centered around areas of co-
operation and matur i ty , but overall I would have to say 
that we had a good staff. Let me now briefly summarize 
each of the three children's camps. 
Older Boys' Camp 
The older boys' camp which ran from July 11-20 and 
made up of 47 boys was probably the most difficult of all 
the camps in relation to discipline. There seemed to be a 
core group of about six campers who would aggravate the 
rest of the group until there would be trouble. It finally 
became necessary to send these particular campers home 
approximately seven days into the camp. Another factor 
leading to some of the discipline problems of first camp 
may have rested in the fact that some of our counselling 
staff could not arrive until almost half-way through camp, 
therefore not giving the permanent leadership which is so 
necessary in a camping program. 
This older group was not nearly all a negative ex-
perience. It was, I believe, a growing experience for many 
of the boys. Even some of the disciplinary problems 
afforded the staff opportunities to reach the boys and show 
them that fighting and bad behavior are not necessary. 
During this camp the Lord blessed us with at least fourteen 
decisions for himself. Also during this camp we were blest 
with campers, who in previous years had accepted Christ 
as Savior and now were witnessing to others, even until 
the wee hours of the morning, of his saving love. Some of 
the problem boys were reached in this way. To sum this 
first camp up then I would have to say that it was a 
planting camp, a growing camp, a camp preparing for a 
tremendous harvest of souls somewhere down the road, 
and for this we praise the Lord. 
Children's Camp 
The children's camp which ran from July 22-31 with 49 
campers and 10 staff children was almost as a breath of 
fresh air, especially in relation to discipline. It was a 
beautiful experience to see the children sitting quietly, 
attentively around their counselors on the first day. But as 
younger children are, this quiet attentive nature somewhat 
wore off to reveal a mischievous streak. Yet even with this 
mischievous streak, discipline problems were relatively 
minimal during this second camp. There is one pair of 
"vigilantes" who come to mind, however, in regard to 
discipline. It seemed that these two were perpetually in 
trouble. Wha t one did the other naturally would follow. 
They seemed almost inseparable. Well, one night we sat 
down with these two young men to discover what it was 
that caused them to get into so much trouble. What we 
discovered was that neither one wanted to be with the 
other for he would always get the other into trouble. They 
finally agreed to the logical solution for their dilemna 
which was to avoid each other and thus this small trouble 
ring was broken. 
One aspect of the children's camp which particularly 
sticks in my mind was the inquisitiveness of the children 
concerning the things of the Lord. The questions raised in 
this area were often provocative; so much so in fact that 
several counselors would come expressing a frustration at 
not being able to answer the children's questions. This 
searching on behalf of the children led to several com-
mitments to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. One such 
young man, Kevin Roots, is reported to have contracted 
spinal meningitis since leaving camp. Let us pray that this 
experience in this young man 's life will serve to build up 
and not destroy his young faith. 
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NO WILL? 
The State H a s One For You! 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , when the State " w r i t e s " your 
Will . . . 
• Your proper ty may not go to those you 
want most to benef i t . 
• You forfe i t the right to name the executor 
of your estate. 
• Your beneficiaries may lose thousands of 
dol lars in unnecessary taxes. 
• You fail to nomina te a guard ian for any 
minor children. 
• Your estate may be subject to higher pro-
bate costs and delays in adminis t ra t ion . 
• You cannot leave anything to the Church , 
a f r iend, or even certain relatives. 
A Will is the only way to assure your future 
objec t ives . 
The pos t -mor tem dis tr ibut ion of proper ty as one 
pleases is not an absolute right. It is actually a 
mat te r of grace on the part of the State. 
Consequent ly , if you die intestate — that is, 
wi thout a valid Will — the State will dispose of 
your l i fe 's possessions for you according to its 
own ideas of just ice, even if it f rus t ra tes your 
every wish. 
Suppose , for example , you want a m a j o r por t ion 
of your estate to go to your spouse. Intestacy 
may actually give your children a larger share of 
your accumula ted possessions than the proper ty 
passing to your widow(er) . 
A Will can dispense with cost ly guardian's b o n d s 
and account ing requirements . 
Your spouse may also be required to furnish a 
pe r fo rmance bond and pay bond premiums . 
She, or he, would have to obtain court permission 
before any part of your chi ldren 's estate could 
be used for their suppor t or educat ion as well. 
In addi t ion, an account ing would have to be filed 
each year with the p roba te court detailing what 
your spouse did with your chi ldren 's p roper ty . 
She (he) would also have to go to court to explain 
the account ing. 
A Will can incorporate trusts for those y o u want 
to benef i t . It a lso a l lows you to appoint a c o m -
petent trustee for the f inancial m a n a g e m e n t of 
an inheritance. 
The plan of distr ibution provided by the State 
may also thrust financial management burdens 
on individuals who are ill equipped or tem-
permently unsuited to handle such responsibili ty. 
A person with spendthrift tendancies, for instance, 
may quickly run through an inher i tance received 
out r ight . He or she might benefit much more 
by a legacy left in t rust . 
A Will may lower or even e l iminate estate and 
inheritance taxes . 
Permit t ing the State to " p r e p a r e " your Will can 
also be very tax costly. While the marital deduc-
tion can substantial ly reduce your federal estate 
tax, the full value of this potential savings is 
seldom realized under intestacy. 
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A succession of intestate dis t r ibut ions, without 
the benef i t of e lementary tax-saving devices — 
such as t rusts , may reduce your estate to a f rac-
t ion of its original value. 
A Will permits y o u to select an executor in w h o m 
y o u have c o n f i d e n c e . 
Intestacy is equally undesirable on the adminis-
t rat ive side. Your choice of the person to 
m a n a g e the proper ty you have accumula ted 
th rough a l i fet ime of e f fo r t will p robably con-
serve your assets and protect the interests of your 
beneficiaries more efficiently than someone desig-
nated by the p roba te cour t under State law. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , the individual selected by the court 
may be the person you consider least capable 
of carrying out such responsibil i ty. 
A Will m a k e s it poss ib le to have your estate 
probated within a reasonable t ime and cos t . 
Cour t delays and expenses are also usually greater 
when there is a cour t -appo in ted admin is t ra to r . 
Such persons must ob ta in court approva l for 
many things which are essential to the successful 
comple t ion of their duties. 
They may also be required to purchase and post 
a surety bond, whereas an executor of your choice 
may be exempted f r o m doing so. 
A Will g ives y o u an opportun i ty to select the 
guardian f o r your minor chi ldren. 
There are other d rawbacks as well. If you die 
intestate , you also fail to provide direction re-
gard ing the placement of any minor chi ldren, 
should they be o r p h a n e d . 
Wha t a t ragedy it would be to have the p roba te 
court n a m e a gua rd ian who does not share your 
personal values and convict ions. 
A Wil l prov ides a w a y to leave property with 
sent imenta l va lue to selected benef ic iar ies . 
Also, under intestacy, you cannot provide for 
the certain disposition of specific assets to intended 
beneficiar ies . 
Family he i r looms and other personal belongings 
may be dis t r ibuted in an a rb i t ra ry fash ion . The 
fact that " M o t h e r always said 1 was to get the 
c h i n a " is of no legal consequence in intestate 
d is t r ibut ions . 
A Will faci l i tates the use o f charitable trusts 
and bequests . 
And finally, if you rely on intestacy, you cannot 
leave anything to the work of the Kingdom, an 
impoverished f r iend, or even needy relatives who 
do not come under intestacy s tatutes . 
Legacies to the Lord through the Brethren In Christ 
Church , its agencies and inst i tut ions will cont inue 
to promote the worship of Almighty God and dis-
seminate His gospel long af te r you have gone to 
your eternal reward . 
W h o has written your Wil l? 
State? 
Y o u . or the 
Afte r reading this pamphle t , you t o o may be won-
der ing why a n y o n e w o u l d d ie i n t e s t a t e . Yet 
seven out of every ten Americans who passed away 
last year did not have a valid Will. 
We sincerely hope you have already exercised 
your privilege and responsibility for developing 
an estate plan that provides for the future security 
of those you love and avoids the pitfal ls of in-
testacy. 
The Covenent Newsletter is m a d e avail-
able as a s tewardship guide, wi thout obli-
ga t ion , to the members and fr iends of the 
Brethren In Christ Church. Each issue of 
the Covenant will focus on one aspect of 
Chris t ian s tewardship . For example: 
Fall Issue 
September , 1978 
Winter Issue 
December , 1978 
Spring Issue 
March , 1979 
Summer Issue 
June , 1979 
Wills and Esta te 





T o Be A n n o u n c e d 
Later 
W e trust the Covenant will add new di-
mensions to your s tewardship insight as 
you seek to be an effective manager of that 
which God has entrusted un to your care. 
If you know of someone w h o would like 
to receive a personal copy of the Covenant, 
write to: 
Carl E. Keefer, Editor Covenant Newsletter 
7733 HillcresI Avenue 
Harrisburg. PA 17112 
Your Will 
Is Your Witness 
A Will is an indiv idual ' s last word . . .o f ten the 
most important and permanent document he or she 
can ever init iate. Its p repara t ion is generally the 
most lasting service an a t torney ever pe r fo rms fo r 
a client. 
In a Will , a person shows his or her a f fec t ions . 
If they loved their family , they will ment ion and 
provide for them in the dis t r ibut ion of their estate. 
If they though t of the Lord as shar ing the inti-
macy of their hear t , they will doubt less wish to 
see that Christ 's cause and kingdom is remembered 
in their Will. 
Thus a Will is revealing. For in it are shown the 
a u t h o r ' s relat ions to other persons . In it, also, 
is shown his or her re la t ionship to the world of the 
Eterna l . 
A Will is f inal . When it passes f r o m one ' s hands 
at dea th , it is more irrevocable than the acts of 
cour t s and legislative bodies , more final than any 
law can ever be. . . though changeable up until the 
very hour of the m a k e r ' s dea th , it can never a f t e r -
ward be altered. 
If it leaves wounds , if it leaves wrongs , if it leaves 
neglected duties, nothing can ever be done to cor-
rect these si tuat ions. Hence , the need fo r a care-
fully prepared Will. 
A Will puts the character of its composer on record, 
be fo re God , and reveals it to all m a n k i n d . 
Our Reasonable 
Service 
M o s t C h r i s t i a n s k n o w the i r i n f l u e n c e in th i s 
world does not end with dea th . They k n o w their 
labor in fa i th will cont inue to bear f ru i t in the 
lives of their chi ldren, in the ministry of the con-
gregat ion they helped build with their t ime, abili-
ties and resources, and in scores of o ther ways. 
While it is only h u m a n to desire to cont inue our 
inf luence, our ideals and principles, and the in-
terests we consider for the good of human i ty , be-
lievers are called to a greater service. For we, as 
G o d ' s children, have the privilege and responsi-
bility of proc la iming the G o o d News of Jesus 
Chris t . 
And in the same way we are obligated to be good 
stewards of this trust dur ing life, we are respons-
ible for perpetua t ing Chr is t ' s cause th rough the 
f inal disposit ion of the mater ia l possessions given 
to us by God for our needs and His purpose . 
Some Chris t ians set aside a t i the, or ten th , of the 
residue of their estates for the Lord. Others, with 
lesser obligat ions and responsibilities, give an even 
h igher pe rcen tage . S o m e d e t e r m i n e to m a k e 
Christ " p a r t of their f a m i l y " by giving the C h u r c h 
an a m o u n t equal to that granted each child. 
We trust you will allow your gra t i tude and obe-
dience to the Master guide you in the dis t r ibut ion 
of your material blessings. 
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4t £ What hast thou that 
thou didst not receive? 
1 C O R I N T H I A N S 4:7 
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WHO HiS WRITTEN YOUR WILL? 
You.. .or the State? The following document is similar to the plan 
of distr ibution provided for you by the State when you fail to leave 
a valid Will: 
iHg Caat ©ill Anil (Testament 
Being of sound mind and memory, 1, , do 
hereby publish this my Last Will and Testament. 
First 
I give my wife only one-third of my possessions; the remaining two-thirds 1 give to 
my children. 
1 appoint my wife as guardian of my children. As a safeguard, however, I require 
that she report to the Probate Court each year and render an accounting of how, 
why and where she spent the money necessary for the proper care of my children. 
As a further safeguard, I direct my wife to produce to the Probate Court a Per-
formance Bond to guarantee that she exercises proper judgment in the handling, 
investing and spending of my children's money. 
As a final safeguard, my children shall have the right to demand and receive a 
complete accounting from their mother of all her financial actions with their 
money as soon as they reach legal age. 
Also, when my children reach age 18, they shall have full right to withdraw and 
spend their share of my estate. No one shall have any right to question my 
children's actions or how they decide to spend their respective shares. 
Second 
Should my wife remarry and die, her second husband shall be entitled to at least 
one-third of everything she possesses. 
Should my children need some of this share for their support, the second husband 
shall not be bound to spend any part of his share on my children's behalf. 
The second husband shall have sole right to decide who is to get his share, even to 
the exclusion of my children. 
Third 
Should my wife predecease me or die while any of my children are still minors, I 
do not wish to exercise my right to nominate the guardian of my children. 
Rather than nominating a guardian of my preference, I direct my relatives and 
friends to get together and select a guardian by mutual consent. 
In the event they fail to make a decision, I direct the Probate Court to make the 
selection. If the Court wishes, it may appoint a stranger acceptable to it. 
Fourth 
I do not elect to name my personal choice of executor for handling the affairs of 
my estate; instead, I prefer to have the Court select an administrator of its own 
choosing. 
Fifth 
Under existing tax law, there are certain legitimate avenues open to me to lower 
estate and inheritance taxes. Since I prefer to have my money used for govern-
ment purposes rather than for the benefit of my wife and children, I direct that 
no effort be made to reduce my tax liability. 
Sixth 
Even though the Lord has blessed me abundantly, 1 intentionally omit a gift to 
His cause and kingdom in the distribution of my estate. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand to this my LAST WILL A N D 
TESTAMENT this day of , 19 
For informat ion on the making of a Christian Will, write to: 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH 
COMMISSION ON STEWARDSHIP A N D FINANCE 
7733 HILLCREST A V E N U E 
HARRISBURG, PA 17112 
MCC 
Aging begins at birth and is a 
n o r m a l inevi tab le process of life. 
Teaching children about aging is one 
of the projects of Irene Schmucker , 
who works with her husband, Car l , in 
Mennoni te Cent ra l Commi t t ee ' s aging 
ministries. 
" A ma jo r objective of teaching 
children about aging is that their 
at t i tudes and actions as they are 
growing up determine the kind of old 
age they will e n j o y , " says I r ene 
Smucker . 
Teaching children about aging is a 
recent development, Smucker says. 
Printed materials on the subject have 
appeared only within the last few 
years. 
It is impor tant for children to have 
experiences tha t will give them a 
positive a t t i tude toward aging, she 
feels. Aging education can begin in the 
early grades with emphasis on the life 
cycle. For example, plants and insects 
have easily-observed life cycles. 
The concept of a family tree can 
begin simply for younger children, 
start ing with the child and then expan-
ding to parents, g randparen ts and 
grea t -grandparents . For better un-
ders tanding of grandparents , Smucke r 
suggests finding out what songs were 
popular when they were young, what 
kind of schools they at tended, what 
types of t ranspor ta t ion they used. " A 
project such as this would spark lively 
conversation around the dining room 
table as the family became more of a 
uni t ," she says. 
Changes in skin, hair , muscles and 
the five senses come with old age. 
Children may be able to experience 
what it would be like to have impaired 
senses through simple experiments— 
holding plast ic over the eyes to 
s t imulate impaired vision, trying to 
pick up a pencil with rubber gloves, 
numbing the taste buds with ice before 
eating. 
Children learn about aging not only 
at home, but in school and Sunday 
school. On nutrit ion, Smucker sug-
gests, " A children's group could write 
down what they eat for a day and 
compare it with what a person who is 
now past 65 would have eaten when he 
was the age of the child. Packaged and 
refined foods were rarely bought when 
old people were young. An older per-
son could be interviewed to find out 
what his diet is now and whether he 
finds it difficult to find what he wishes 
to eat in the supermarke t . " 
A n o t h e r p r o j e c t , c o m p a r i n g 
physical activity of past years to that 
of today, might be helpful for children. 
Asking children to think about what 
they are doing now that would affect 
what they will do when they are 70 is 
one way to introduce the topic of 
exercise. " W h e n great-grandparents 
were growing up every day was filled 
with many more hours of physical 
exercise," is Smucker ' s reminder. 
"Very little t ime was spent sitting and 
certainly none in watching television." 
Income and budgeting, housing and 
t ranspor ta t ion, are still other areas 
that can be studied to raise awareness 
of the problems of old age. "Fami l ies 
could discuss priorities of healthful 
food, inexpensive recreation and learn 
to become conscious of values," she 
suggests. 
Fur ther suggestions include asking 
children what they think " o l d " is, 
having them think of five things they 
can do better than their grandparents 
and five things their grandparents can 
do better than they, making a t ime 
budget indicating how much t ime they 
spend in sleep, work, and recreation 
and comparing this with time spent by 
adults and aged. 
A high school group could interview 
older members of a congregation, 
including topics such as pre- and post-
retirement life and services available 
to senior citizens. 
Finally, a study of how older people 
are depicted in children's l i terature 
and discussion of the myths concer-
ning old age might spark interesting 
discuss ions in schools or S u n d a y 
school classes. 
As a f o r m e r t e ache r , S m u c k e r 
recognizes that it may be difficult to 
include many of these ideas in a 
Sunday school curr iculum. "The re are 
various ways to teach some of these 
ideas on aging. If there is an opening 
exercise for a group of classes perhaps 
this t ime could be used over a quar ter 
or half year. Somet imes churches have 
S u n d a y evening ch i ld ren ' s g r o u p s 
meeting and this might be a solution. 
They could also use a short amount of 
t ime each Sunday for a discussion on 
aging." 
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Conference News 
Allegheny 
The Air Hill congregation has selected Carl 
Bert to serve as Director of Christian Education 
and J a m e s So l lenberger to serve as Associate 
Di rec to r fo r a t e r m of o n e yea r . T h e 
Homebuilders Sunday School Class of the 
congregation hosted a group from Messiah 
Village who had been touring the Franklin 
County area on October 3. • The Marlyn 
A v e n u e Brethren in Christ Church (Baltimore) 
observed their 17th anniversary at a carry-in 
dinner and program on Sunday, September 24. 
• Eva Mae Melhom and Mildred Myers were 
the missionary speakers at a Wednesday 
evening prayer fellowship at the Big Valley 
Brethren in Christ Church (Belleville, Pa.) on 
October 4 • Rev. Ernie Renno served as the 
minister for a spiritual renewal emphasis at the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church 
(Mifflintown, Pa.) Wednesday - Sunday, October 
4-8. 
R e v . K e n n e t h S m i t h , p a s t o r of the 
Fordwich Brethren in Christ Church (Ontario) 
was the minister for the fall revival at the Clear 
Creek congregation (Everett, Pa.) October 11-
22. • A baptismal service was held on Sunday 
afternoon, Sept. 24, by the Di l lsburg Brethren 
in Christ congregation. • Earl Shultz and 
Franklin Miller were guest speakers at the Five 
Forks Brethren in Christ Church on Sept. 10 
and 17. Both of these men are associated with 
Youth for Christ. • On Sunday, September 17, 
the Grantham congregation observed Spiritual 
Life Day with Rev. Roy Sider as the speaker in 
the morning, afternoon, and evening sessions. 
The congregation also launched their Bible 
study program with a morning seminar and 
fellowship on Tuesday, September 19. 
The Men's Fellowship of the Montgomery 
Brethren in Christ Church (Mercersburg, Pa.) 
held a Father-Son Banquet on October 7 at 
which Rev. J a c o b S h e n k , missionary to 
Rhodesia, was the speaker. The congregation 
observed a harvest praise service on Sunday 
afternoon, September 10, at which Rev. Earl 
Shultz, director of the Youth for Christ, was the 
guest speaker • October 1 was rally day at the 
Mount Tabor Brethren in Christ Church at 
which time Mr. and Mrs. J a m e s Motter 
ministered in song and testimony. The atten-
dance for this occasion was 105. • Rev. Paul 
M c B e t h s e rved as t h e minis te r of a n 
evangelistic emphasis at the Mt. Hol ly Springs 
congregation on November 1-5. 
Dr. D u a n e Bea l s , Associate Professor of 
Education Ministries, at Messiah College, 
brought the moming message on September 24 
at the Mt. R o c k Brethren in Christ Church 
(Shippensburg, Pa). • The Potter's Clay, 
musical group from the Mechanicsburg area, 
presented a full length musical program on 
Sunday evening, Oct. 1 at the N e w Guilford 
Brethren in Christ Church (Chambersburg, 
Pa ). • Five persons were received into the 
f e l l owsh ip of the Paramount congregation 
(Hagerstown. Md.), Sunday, September 24. 
Atlantic 
T h e B e t h e l S p r i n g s c o n g r e g a t i o n 
(Blainsport, Pa.) conducted a baptismal service 
at which time four young persons received the 
rite of water baptism. • Earl Wolgemuth , 
John Wolgemuth, and Lloyd Meyers were 
chosen as deacons by the Cross Roads con-
gregation (Mt. Joy, Pa.) on Sunday, September 
24. • Rev. L o m e Lichty, pastor of the Green 
Springs Brethren in Christ Church, served as 
the evangelist for the revival meetings at the 
H u m m e l s t o w n Church which were held Oc-
tober 15-22. • Following several months of 
study and evaluation the church board of the 
Manor congregation (Columbia, Pa.) have 
d e c i d e d t o c o o p e r a t e with t h e F u l l e r 
Evangelistic Association (Department of Church 
G r o w t h ) in d e v e l o p i n g a p r o g r a m of 
strengthening the congregation in its caring and 
outreach ministries. • Rev. Henry A. Ginder 
served as evangelist for a week of evangelistic 
emphasis in the Maytown Brethren in Christ 
Church, October 1-8. 
The youth of the Mt. P leasant congregation 
(Mt. Joy, Pa.) held a progressive supper on 
Saturday evening, October 14. • The missions 
play, "For Great is Your Reward," was 
presented to the Palmyra Brethren in Christ 
Church on Sunday evening, September 28. The 
congregation also announces activation of their 
Pioneer Girls Program, which resulted in 67 
girls enrolled for the fall season. • Rev. Graf-
ton Forbes and family, the pastoral family of 
Pilgrim Chapel, New York City, were guests at a 
harvest ingathering service at the Pequea con-
gregation (Lancaster, Pa.) on Sunday evening, 
Oct. 15. • The Refton congregation planned a 
family visitation night on Sunday, Oct. 8. A 
unique feature of this visitation program is that 
families are given envelopes which they open on 
the afternoon of visitation evening to learn to 
which home they will be going. 
Mike Graybill, who has spent much of his 
life in Japan as a son of missionaries, John and 
Lucille Graybill, was a guest speaker at the 
Souderton Brethren in Christ Church on 
Sunday evening, Sept. 24. • Duane and Nan-
cy Sider presented an evening of music at the 
Speedwe l l He ights congregation (Lititz, Pa.) 
on Sunday evening, Sept. 24. This evening of 
music was preceded by a fellowship meal at the 
church. • A "1950's day" was observed by the 
Val l ey V i e w Brethren in Christ Church , 
(Roanoke, Va.) on Sunday, Sept. 10. Rev. 
G e n e Craighead, pastor of the Adney Gap 
Brethren in Christ Church, was the guest 
speaker. A bus was donated by a member of the 
congregation to the church for use in its Sunday 
school and church. 
Canadian 
A Ladies' Bible Study sponsored by the Fal ls 
V iew Brethren in Christ Church (Niagara Falls, 
Ont.) is meeting Tuesday morning and is 
studying the topic, "Coping with Broken 
Relationships." • Construction was begun on a 
Christian education and gymnatorium facility 
for the Houghton Brethren in Christ Church. • 
For four Wednesday evenings, beginning Sept. 
27. Pastor and Mrs. D o u g Sider taught a class 
for young couples entitled "Happiness—After 
the Wedding Ceremony." This class ran con-
currently with the Wednesday evening services, 
September 27-October 18, of the Massey 
P lace congregation and was limited to ten 
couples. A class for mentally handicapped 
adults has been started by the Massey Place 
congregation as part of their Christian educa-
tion and outreach ministry. The Class is taught 
by Mrs. Alice Oatway. 
The future for the Wainf leet congregation 
looks bright with the announcement in their 
church bulletin of the decision to enlarge the 
nursery and coat room facilities. • Pastor Ron 
Lofthouse , Rosebank Brethren in Christ, 
(Petersburg, Ont.) is preaching a series of 
doctrinal messages in lieu of a pastor's class for 
the fall. • The Vernon Bosserman family has 
arrived from the United States to assume the 
pastorate of the R idgemount congregation, 
Hamilton, Ont. Rev. Bosserman is a graduate of 
Western Evangelical Seminary. 
Central 
Wes and Lori Marsh, associated with the 
Amherst Community Brethren in Christ have 
taken an assignment with the Black Forest 
Academy in Germany. This academy is a school 
for children of missionaries serving in Europe. • 
Rev. J a m e s Sider, formerly a pastor within the 
Canadian Conference, was the evangelist in a 
series of meetings at the Bethe l Brethren in 
Christ Church (Merrill, MI) Oct. 18-29. • The 
Lakeview Community Church (Goodrich, MI) 
has appointed an archives committee. Members 
of this committee are Marsha Hock , C le te 
Shaw, and R o s i e Huntoon . • A steeple will 
be erected on the Leonard Brethren in Christ 
Church in honor of Harold Wolgemuth who 
had been serving as pastor of the congregation 
at the time of his death. May 1, 1978. D e v o n 
Bontrager, pastor of the Leonard congrega-
tion was one of the denomination's represen-
tatives to the new Call for Peacemaking, which 
met in Green Lake, Wisconsin, Oct. 5-8. 
Two open houses on Sunday, Sept. 24, gave 
opportunity for the Nappanee congregation to 
meet with the pastoral family, Ruth and Marlin 
Zook and chi ldren in the church parsonage 
and to celebrate with G e n e and Shirley Lein-
bach in the observance of their 25th wedding 
anniversary in the church fellowship hall. The 
weekend of Oct. 7 and 8 was the occasion of a 
Love Feast service at the P leasant Hill con-
gregation. Rev. Arthur Cl imenhaga was guest 
minister. • The guest speaker at the S ippo 
Valley Brethren in Christ Church (Massillon, 
OH) on Sunday morning, Sept. 24 was Bob 
Knapp who has been active in Youth Offender 
Ministry in the Massillon-Canton area. • A 
dedication service for their new parsonage and 
an open house was held by the Valley Chapel 
congregation (Canton, OH) on Sunday, Sept. 
10. 
Midwest 
The Mountain View Brethren in Christ 
Church (Colorado Springs) held a retreat at 
Star Ranch near Colorado Springs on Friday 
evening and Saturday, Oct. 27 and 28. D o n 
Shafer, Bishop of the Midwest and Midwest 
Conferences was their resource person. 
Richard Sider, a member of the Mennonite 
Central Committee Headquarters staff, was the 
speaker on Sunday evening, October 8, at the 
Zion Church (Abilene, Ks.). Richard and his 
wife, Martha, had served a two-year term of 
service under MCC in Swaziland, Africa. 
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C a m p 
from page eight 
Girls' Camp 
Older girls ' c amp with 47 campers ran f rom Aug. 2-11. 
This was probably the smoothest running of all the camps 
with the worst problem being an epidemic of tonsilitis 
which hit the camp in the last days and affected both staff 
and campers . 
We were privileged during this camp to receive into our 
care a young lady who, we originally thought, was on 
drugs. W e later discovered that she had severe emotional 
problems. She would isolate herself f rom the group and 
would weep when approached by staff. Finally, we felt that 
the nurse should give her a brief medical examination for 
signs of drug addiction and this opened the door for this 
young lady to release her t remendous burden of hurt. The 
beautiful part of the story is that she accepted Jesus as her 
Savior and was completely different the rest of camp in 
that she enjoyed the camping experience. We praise the 
Lord for granting to this staff the opportunity to minister 
to lives in this manner. 
Girls ' camp was also visited by two special groups who, 
I believe, were a blessing to the program. Covenant, a 
music ministry group f rom Messiah College, came Aug. 3-
6 sharing in the program and presenting a musical package 
to the campers. New Life for Girls, a group ministering to 
drug addicts also came on Aug. 6 and shared testimony 
and the movie "Please M a k e M e Cry . " We thank God for 
both these groups. As a result of the ministry of these 
groups as well as the witness and testimony of the staff 
several of the girls came to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 
In reflecting back on this camping season we have so 
much to praise the Lord for, not the least of which is that 
there were no serious injuries during camp. This year's 
camp truly did minister to the young persons who passed 
through its doors and we commit to the Lord the seed 
which has been sown in each tender life. Let us pray that 
the seed may grow so that each child who was present here 
may come to know Jesus Christ as personal Savior. 
Church News 
from page ten 
Births 
Blubaugh: Nikke Renee, born Sept. 24, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Blubaugh, Fairview Ave-
nue congregation. Pa. 
Boas: Tamra Lynelle, born August 22, to 
Richard and Sharon Boas, Refton congregation. 
Pa. 
/ c r i p t u r e / 
BIBLE READINGS 
^ U v V FOR EVERY DAY 
9 IN 1979 
NAE's program for T979 
provides an excellent 
opportunity to encourage 
systematic Bible reading by 
members of your church. 
Full-color bookmark-size reading 
guides are available in two 
plans: daily readings by weekly 
topics and through the Bible 
in a year. 
Send for information. 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 
BOX 28. WHEATON. IL 60187 
Book: Angela Lorene, born August 2, to 
David and Martha (Knight) Book, Freeport, II. 
Boyd: Catharine Ruth, born Sept. 22, to Dr. 
and Mrs. Devee Boyd, Fairview Avenue con-
gregation, Pa. 
Croxford: Aaron Phillip, bom Sept. 16, to 
David and Margaret Croxford, Bertie congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Kerr Amy Beth, born Aug. 8, to Mr. and 
Mrs. James Kerr, Amherst Community con-
gregation, Oh. 
Sloggett: Kevin and Kenneth, bom Sept. 
17, to Darlene and Glenn Sloggett, Falls View 
congregation. 
Van Dyke: Gretchen Sue, born Aug. 28, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Lee Van Dyke, Mansfield, 
Oh. 
Weddings 
Bawel-Miller: Lora Jean, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Glenn Miller, Roaring Spring, Pa., and 
Jesse Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Bawel, 
Belleville, Pa., Sept. 23, in the United Church of 
Christ, Roaring Spring, Pa., with Rev. Joseph 
Moyer and Rev. John Rosenberry officiating. 
Book-Conner: Ellyn Marie, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Conner, Morrison, II., and 
James Michael, son of Rev. and Mrs. Paul E. 
Books, Williamsburg, Pa., Sept. 23, in the 
Morrison Brethren in Christ Church with father 
of the groom and uncle of the groom, Rev. 
Marion L. Book, officiating. 
Byler-Melhorn: Darla Marie Melhorn, 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Melhorn, 
Selinsgrove, Pa., and James Douglas Byler, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Byler, Belleville, Pa., Sept. 
9, in the St. Paul's United Church of Christ with 
father of the bride and Rev. John L. Rosenberry 
officiating. 
L e a m a n - F u n k : J a c q u e l i n e E i l e e n , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James H. Funk, 
Mountville, Pa., and David Carl, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond B. Leaman, Willow Street, Pa., 
Sept. 30, in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Obituaries 
Forbush: Leonard L. and Cleo Forbush, 
died July 29, 1978, in the Hurley Medical 
Center, Flint, Mi., at the ages of 41, as a result of 
an automobile accident. Mr. and Mrs. Forbush 
are survived by a daughter, Pency; and two sons: 
Timothy and John. Mr. Forbush is survived by 
his mother, Mrs. May Forbush; six brothers, and 
three sisters. Mrs. Forbush is survived by her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Graham; and a 
sister. They were members of the Lakeview 
Brethren in Christ Church where Leonard was 
Minister of Music and served on the Church 
Board. Both sang in the church choir. The 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Robert 
Verno in the Lakeview Church. 
Houck: Doris L. Houck, Washington Boro, 
Pa., born June 8, 1928, died Sept. 21, 1978. 
She was the daughter of Letita Musser Steffy 
and Steward Little. She was married to Lester 
R. Houck who survives. She is also survived by 
her mother; three-sons: Lester R. Jr., David G., 
and Glenn L.; two granddaughters; and two 
sisters. She was a member of the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral 
service was conducted by Rev. John B. Haw-
baker. Interment was in the Manor Cemetery. 
Kratz: Infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Kratz, Canal Fulton, Ohio, died August 17, 
1978. He is survived by his parents and paternal 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Dave Kratz. Rev. 
Atlee Hershberger conducted a graveside ser-
vice. Interment was in Sunset Hills Cemetery, 
Canton, Ohio. 
Winger: Margaret Winger, born April 2, 
1898, died August 16,1978. She was married to 
Norman Winger who preceded her in death. 
She is survived by two daughters: Mrs. Ruth 
Climenhaga and Wilma; and a son, Murray. She 
was a member of the Sherkston Brethren in 
Christ Church where Rev. Robert Rolston and 
Rev. John Young conducted a memorial ser-
vice. Interment was in the Bertie Cemetery. 
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The Lancaster Quiz team: (Clockwise 
beginning at six o'clock) Polly Faulkner, 
team captain; Peter Montgomery; Mary 
Kreider; John Huber; and Charles Crider, 
coach. 
This year, for the first t ime, the 
W B Q A c h a m p i o n s hai l f r o m the 
Brethren in Christ Church . What , you 
may ask, is W B Q A ? No , it's not a 
radio station; neither does it schedule 
matches between M o h a m m e d Ali and 
Leon Spinks. It is, instead, a nat ional 
i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
Our church made quite a stir in the 
H'orld flible Quiz Associat ion with 
two BIC quiz teams finishing in the 
top four at the championship tourna-
ment at Greenville College, Green-
ville, 111. Aug. 24-27. 
T h e W B Q A champions , sponsored 
by t h e G r a n t h a m c h u r c h , w e r e 
G r a n t h a m quizzers Dave and Esther 
Z o o k , Dennis David, Mindi Brubaker , 
a n d H o l l o w e l l c a p t a i n B r y a n 
Sollenberger. They clinched their title 
by defeat ing two Nazarene regional 
all-star teams in the finals Sa turday 
night. The Lancaster-sponsored team 
Championship Quizzers from the 
Grantham-Hollowell team are (left to right) 
Dennis Davis, Esther Zook, David Zook, 
Mindi Brubaker, and Byran Sollenberger. 
placed fourth, narrowly missing a spot 
in the finals on the final question of 
their last quiz. 
The Saturday night finals, like most 
quizzes in the tournament , were 3-
team quizzes. Organized as a best-of-3 
quiz set, these play-offs sometimes run 
to a fourth quiz in cases of tied records 
after three quizzes. The 1978 champs, 
however, kept the evening short by 
winning the first two quizzes. Over-all, 
Gran tham took eight first-place vic-
tories in eleven tournament quizzes, 
the last five wins coming consecutive-
ly. 
Six different denominat ions, as well 
as several Youth for Christ and 
Y o u t h E v a n g e l i s m A s s o c i a t i o n 
organizations, were represented at this 
year 's tournaments . Mos t teams are 
all-star teams composed of the high 
scorers from a number of teams in a 
denominat ion or youth organizat ion. 
The Nazarene Church , which has one 
of the two largest quizzing programs 
in the country involving thousands of 
quizzers each year , is usually best 
r e p r e s e n t e d n u m e r i c a l l y , wi th 3 
regional all-star t eams present this 
year. 
The quizmaster noted exceptional 
balance on the G r a n t h a m team, with 
all four starting quizzers averaging 20-
35 points a quiz in the preliminary 
rounds. (WBQA quizzing is lower 
scoring than Brethren in Christ com-
p e t i t i o n b e c a u s e o f s t r u c t u r a l 
differences.) 
BIC quizzers also achieved in-
dividual honors. Lancaster 's Polly 
Faulkner was the high scorer of the 
group, achieving the second highest 
point average of all t o u r n a m e n t 
quizzers . Bryan So l l enberge r a lso 
placed in the t o p ten individual 
scorers, and for the third year Dave 
Zook was one of the top five. 
An additional recognition was given 
Dave as co-captain of the "Quiz-
master ' s choice" honorary all-star 
team. The honor was based on scoring 
ability, att i tude, leadership, and poise 
under pressure. In 1975 he was named 
the t o u r n a m e n t ' s M o s t Va luab le 
Quizzer based on the same criteria. 
Dave cap ta ined the G r a n t h a m 
team, with Esther and Bryan alter-
nating as co-captains. The Lancaster 
team, captained by Polly, also in-
c l u d e d M a r y K r e i d e r and P e t e 
Montgomery f rom Lancaster , and 
Darlene Groff f rom Centreville. 
The dream of many for a meeting 
ground for quizzing across denomi-
national lines culminated in the first 
World Bible Quiz tournament in 1974. 
The development of the association 
was largely pioneered by Youth for 
Christ and Church of the Nazarene 
personnel . All d e n o m i n a t i o n s or 
organizations with quizzing programs 
are invited to join, with each group 
permitted to sponsor a total of six 
teams at any one tournament . Charles 
Crider, coach of the Lancaster team, 
serves this year on the Associat ion's 
Executive Commi t t ee as member-at -
large. 
T h e B I C C h u r c h h a s b e e n 
represented in four of the five playoffs 
since the first tournament in 1974. The 
G r a n t h a m team, coached first by 
Merle Brubaker, then by Bill and 
Linda Osborne has competed each of 
those years. They placed second in 
1974 and 1975. Lancaster , coached by 
Charles Crider, first at tended the tour-
nament in 1977. 
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Evangelical Visitor 
Nappanee , Indiana 
Dear Editor , 
M a n y warm memories were revived 
as I poured over the General Confer -
ence report in the last Visitor. I 
thought Conference was great , but I 
felt there was one weak area , tha t of 
youth involvement. There were many 
well planned activities to keep the 
youth busy, yet they mainly seemed to 
be mere en te r ta inment to keep them 
occupied. 
Being a high school g radua te just 
this spring, I was interested in the 
youth activities. Since it was my first 
t ime at conference I wanted to take 
a close look at how the Brethren 
in Chris t Church operates. So I 
divided my t ime between the youth 
and adult meetings. 
The youth activities I at tended were 
disappoint ing to me. I found them 
lacking in the oneness of spirit, the 
warmth of fellowship, and the 
enjoyment of being a brotherhood 
that was found in the adult sessions. 
I sensed a concern among many of 
the adults about the quality of 
fellowship a m o n g the youth at 
conference. They seemed to feel as I 
do that there are ways to provide 
meaningful involvement for the youth 
at conference. There is much youth 
potential for enriching general 
conference that is being lost, therefore, 
both adults and youth need to sense 
anew the impor tance of utilizing all 
ages at conference. 
One thing tha t might be done at 
conference to strengthen fellowship 
among youth and to promote adul t 
and youth interaction would be to 
form some type of model legislation, 
or a similar program where youth 
are given the opportuni ty to express 
their ideas on the issues. I at tended 
several business meetings at 
Genera l Conference and found them 
very interesting and challenging. As I 
listened to the deba te on the roles 
of divorcees in the church, I juggled the 
issue in my own mind. I would 
have liked an opportuni ty to discuss 
the issue with others my age. Several 
other college people I talked to felt 
the same way. S o m e type of model 
legislature could be a good place for 
youth to express their opinions on the 
issues that will affect them most in 
the future. 
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Perhaps another idea would be to 
take the youth to some of the 
historical spots in the area, such as 
Jacob Engle's grave, the first baptism 
site, and the Brinser meeting house. 
The archives as well could have 
been explored with guidance from 
Dr. Wittl inger or Dr. Sider. 
I hope that next conference will see 
some changes toward more 
meaningful youth activities as opposed 
to enter tainment alone. The Church 
of tomorrow is here today, so today let 
us nourish a bond of brotherhood 
among the youth of the Brethren 
in Christ Church . 
Sincerely, 
Laurie Frey 
O / Board of Christian Education j Brethren in Christ church 
P.O. Box 127, Nappanee, Indiana 46550 • Telephone (219) 773-3164 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R J o h n R. Yeatts 
J o h n A r thur B r u b a k e r 
October 9, 1978 
Dear Laurie: 
Thank you very much for your concern about the youth activities at 
Conference. I agree with you very strongly that General Conference 
should provide more than entertainment for youth. 
In planning for activities for the youth at Conference our goal was 
to provide experiences aimed at spiritual enrichment. Bishop Henry 
Ginder opened the youth activities with a look at our past, there was a 
time of prayer and sharing every morning, there were films chosen for 
their spiritual impact, and there was a special workshop on helping our 
youth understand our denomination, its heritage, and missions. Moreover, 
youth were encouraged to participate in the Conference itself. We felt 
that youth interested in spiritual enrichment and depth of fellowship 
would be able to find it through these activities at General Conference. 
Perhaps, in planning for another General Conference we should 
consider dropping those activities that are merely entertainment. Yet, 
we have always thought that it is important for us to provide activities 
for those youth who may not be mature enough to enjoy all of the Conference 
sessions. 
Your letter has provided some helpful suggestions for future General 
Conference youth activities. I believe we should work to involve more 
youth in the Conference. More discussion opportunities for youth should 
be considered. A model legislature would be a possibility, at least 
for older youth. I believe that a trip to the historical spots would 
have added to the Conference experience for youth. 
Thank you for your suggestions. I shall see to it that your letter 
listributed to the Committee that plans youth activities for General 
mon is distri-Conference 1980. 
May Go* Mess . o . « y o U r concern. 
y sincerely, 
john R . yeatts Education coordinator of cn Confetence 
Activities at Gener 
Review of Fruit from Woods and Sands: The Story of 
Houghton Mission. E. Morris Sider and Alonzo 
Vannatter . 
\ . J - I \ Grace Abounding " 
* y % » » 
m Harvey Sider m J J 
" Ju ly 20, 1969 man first walked on 
the moon . . . that event was no more 
significant to the F rogmore people 
than the step they themselves had just 
t a k e n . " (p. 85) So observed Pastor 
Alonzo Vannat te r . Tha t significant 
step was a sod-turning ceremony for 
their new sanctuary . And , in a sense, 
July 20, 1969 marked a substantial 
turning point for the people of "woods 
and sands . " The erection of an a t t rac-
tive, modern sanctuary symbolized the 
fruits of fai thfulness in a dry and 
barren soil. 
Vanna t te r , native to the soil of 
"woods and sands , " captured in his 
own unique way the spirit of July 20, 
1969, " t h e moon . . . (or) F rogmore 
people ." T o him, the people of the 
"woods and sands" were more signifi-
cant than footpr ints on the moon. To 
care for these people, to effectively 
minister to their needs, to bring them 
to a saving knowledge of Christ is the 
core of the story. Out of a township 
that , for over a century, was syn-
onymous with backwardness , law-
lessness, and poverty, "woods and 
sands has emerged as a history of deep 
meaning. T o walk in the Lordship of 
Christ was more significant than to 
walk on the moon. 
" I read it the first day I got it. I just 
couldn' t put it d o w n , " said one of our 
church leaders who was personally 
famil iar with the more recent years of 
the Houghton history. Fascinating, 
The writer of the review is the bishop of the 
Canadian Regional Conference. 
warm, thrilling, moving (at t imes to 
t ea rs ) only par t ia l ly descr ibe the 
emotions raised through the story. 
Fruit from Woods and Sands is the 
captivating account of God working in 
and through personalities. 
O n e of the dominant threads in-
terwoven throughout the pages, is self-
sacrifice. Sacrificial living and giving 
d o m i n a t e s the l ives of t he l ead 
characters . Because of their love and 
concern for the people of the "woods 
and sands" and their desire to gather 
and disciple them into a people of 
God, nothing was too much to do, no 
sacrifice too great to make. Under 
pr imi t ive t ravel l ing cond i t ions of 
seventy-five years ago, Asa Bearss 
repeatedly made the two hundred mile 
trip from Bertie to Houghton. To 
be t te r establ ish the work , A lbe r t 
Reigle and John Nigh with their per-
sonal money purchased a one hundred 
acre farm one mile south of Frogmore . 
F rom this location, for over two 
decades, the work of Houghton Mis-
sion was spearheaded. Walter Taylor , 
o n e of the p i o n e e r s d u r i n g t h e 
a w a k e n i n g , no t on ly m o v e d to 
Houghton from his farm in Michigan, 
but also continued to support his 
brother, Myron, on the Africa mission 
field. In addition, out of his own hard 
labour, Walter provided t ranspor ta-
tion to church and special meetings. 
He received but token support f rom 
the Mission Board. However, in return 
he contributed largely to the new 
mission for which he so zealously 
laboured. Edward Gi lmore and Alon-
zo Vannat te r , earning much of their 
own livelihood, followed the examples 
of the pioneers. Love and concern for 
the people of "woods and sands" 
compelled such people to give to their 
utmost . 
Dr. E. Morr is Sider brings to the 
book a beautiful blend and balance of 
history and human interest. Fact and 
story combine to give the reader a feel 
of authenticity and interest. A number 
of factors have no doubt contributed 
to this feature: Alonzo Vannat ter , 
whose life spanned three-quarters of 
the era covered in the book, left a good 
working manuscript ; Dr . Sider 's 
training in historical research tech-
niques plus his personal knowledge of 
and interest in the Houghton area; 
historical da ta available through such 
sources as the "Evangelical Vis i tor ," 
interviews with many people who have 
vivid memories of the events and 
people found in the ma jo r section of 
the book added to the manuscript . 
This combinat ion of history and anec-
do ta l ma te r i a l ca r r i e s the r eade r 
rapidly along. Obviously, in a book 
this size, not all the interesting and 
hilarious stories could be included. As 
one of the Long b ro the r s , a f t e r 
reminiscing over a number of exciting, 
illegal incidents, remarked the other 
day, " P e r h a p s one bootlegging story is 
enough." 
Another variation of this, comes to 
the fore in Alonzo 's life. When he was 
born on Nov. 23, 1901, his mother 
dedicated him to the Lord. Thir ty- two 
years laters, he was chosen by the 
congregation to become a licensed 
minister. His mother expressed her 
total joy, " N o w I feel I can die in 
p e a c e . " T h e w a r m t h of A l o n z o 
Vannat te r ' s personality is well il-
lustrated on the Mother ' s Day Sunday 
when he leaned over and kissed the 
eldest mother as he presented her with 
a plant. 
In wri t ing the " I n t r o d u c t i o n , " 
Bishop Roy V. Sider notes another 
reason for the fascination of the book, 
"This is the story of the miracle of 
God ' s grace in the lives of changed 
p e o p l e . " Is there anyth ing m o r e 
thrilling than to see the Gospel at 
work, t ransforming the hearts and 
lives of people? And somehow, where 
sin has been especially rampant and 
lives exceedingly warped, the t ransfor-
mation, by the same token, appears 
the more remarkable . One of the more 
notorious crimes of the area was the 
illegal liquor industry which the poor 
bu t e n t e r p r i s i n g peop l e had es -
tablished in the woods. The police 
tried various methods to bring an end 
to the trade, even to the extent of 
infiltrating the bootlegging communi-
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ty. It was the power of the Gospel, not 
the police, that changed the s i tuat ion. 
W h a t law enforcement could not do, 
" t h e miracle of God ' s g race" ac-
complished. 
Unsophist icated and backward in 
many respects, choice Christ ian ser-
vants displayed a remarkable un-
ders tanding of modern church growth 
and discipleship methods . Nearly half 
a century ago, Wal te r Taylor sug-
gested, " the house to house visiting is 
a very impor tant feature of the work; 
this is where one comes in personal 
contact with the needs and finds an 
opportuni ty to lend a lifting helping 
h a n d . " Immedia te follow-up of new 
converts was practiced by the Taylors. 
When M u r r a y Long was saved f rom 
"gambl ing , drinking, smoking and 
mak ing illegal l iquor" (p. 39) the 
very next day the mission workers 
were at his home in a follow-up visit. 
N o t only did they strengthen Mur ray 
in the Lord, but they used the occasion 
to lead his mother and five other 
brothers to the Lord . 
T h e power of pioneer personalities 
shines throughout the story. Who else 
but pioneers would care to tackle the 
barrenness of "woods and sands"? T h e 
sterility and uselessness of the soil 
seemed symbolic of the people. But 
the pioneer spirit of men like Bearss, 
Winger , Nigh, Taylor and others, 
persevered until they brought to frui-
tion a viable people of God. In season, 
out-of-season, in t imes of discourage-
ment and distress, these pioneers kept 
on keeping on because they believed 
God was fai thful . This characterist ic 
reveals itself f rom the first fa i thfuls 
like Griffin and Long, and the " S l a b 
and Sawdust Tabe rnac l e " to the more 
recent Vanna t te r and now John Sider, 
and the con temporary sanctuary. 
If there is any weakness in the book, 
perhaps it is in leaving too much 
untold. O n e wonders about the silent 
years and the significant era and con-
tr ibution of the lady missionaries. At 
the same t ime, the size of the book 
precludes an exhaustive recounting of 
one h u n d r e d y e a r s of in te res t ing 
church life. The beauty of a one 
hundred page book is that it can be 
easily read in one setting. 
The story of Houghton s tands as 
one of the outs tanding chapters of the 
brotherhood experience. Dr. Sider has 
provided a great service for Houghton 
and the church by making available an 
exciting history of the life and practice 
of a g r o u p of people within the 
denomina t ion . 
Could It Happen 
Before 1984? George E. Failing 
I've been reading George Orwell 's book, 1984, (companion reading to 
Aldous Huxley's Brave New World), and rather marvel that again " the 
children of this world are wiser in their generation than the children of l ight." 
Orwell died at 46, in 1949, and his book was first copyrighted and 
published in that year. In the Afterword of the current paperback (Signet), 
Erich F r o m m stresses the importance of Orwell 's concept of war. For 
example, Orwell, claims F romm, "shows the economic significance of 
continuous a rms production, without which the economic system cannot 
funct ion." 
In the International Herald Tribune, Paris, July 25, 1978, appeared this 
headline: "Global Arms Spending Is Put at $400 Billion." This article written 
by George C. Wilson bearing the dateline, Washington, July 24 (WP), is 
quoted in part as follows: 
" T h e U.S. government reported yesterday that the nations of the world 
spent more than $750,000 a minute for military purposes in 1976. The $400 
billion total, the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency said, was 21/2 
t imes the amount the world spent on public health. 
" T h e United States and the Soviet Union, the report said, accounted for 
two-thirds of the weapons exported to other nations, with the Middle East the 
biggest cus tomer . The United States exported 39 percent of the a rms sold 
abroad and the Soviet Union 28 percent. 
" T h e fighting in Afr ica is manifested in the report by sharp increases in 
weapons imports by countries there. Afr ican military expenditures climbed 
f rom $1.4 billion in 1967 to $5.9 billion in 1976. . . 
" I s rae l spent $4.1 billion on its military in 1976 compared to $116 million 
on public health. Egypt spent $1 billion on a rms in 1976 and $12.4 million on 
public health in 1975." 
It would seem that President Eisenhower's warning about the industrial-
military complex alliance in the U.S. was a timely warning currently being 
ignored. It is difficult to convince the world that we are interested in peaceful 
pursuits while supplying about 40 percent of all the world's military 
equipment . Apparent ly , no change in policy is under consideration. So while 
diplomacy maneuvers for peace, we equip the world for war. 
Concludes F romm: "Orwel l demonstra tes the illusion of the assumption 
that democracy can continue to exist in a world preparing for nuclear war, 
and he does so imaginatively and brilliantly." 
So although war is horrible and there is no question about that, so also is 
peace, " and it is proper with the kind of calculations we are making today to 
compare the horror of war and the horror of peace, and see how much worse 
it [peace] is" (so also argues Kahn, On Nuclear War, Princeton, 1960). In 
other words economically, war is preferable to peace. 
At this moment , it appears that we have chosen the alternative of war over 
peace, perhaps on the presumption that no viable economy can exist in the 
U.S. except on the basis of huge sales of war supplies, as predicted by 
Sociologist Pitirim Sorokin in the postwar 1940s. And current political party 
alignment in our government , both congressional and executive, seems to 
have adopted that conclusion. 
The writer of this article is editor of The Westeyan Advocate, the official organ of the 
Wesleyan Church. The article is reprinted from The Westeyan Advocate and is used by 
permission. 
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T H c A R C H I V E S C. 
H E S S i A H C O L L E G E 
GRANTHAM PA 1 7 0 2 ? 
New Call to Peacemaking 
At the end of its four-day national conference "The New 
Call to Peacemaking ," a coalition of the so-called historic 
peace churches—Friends, Mennonites, and Church of the 
B r e t h r e n — g r o u p s with a 300-year-old concern for 
peacemaking, agreed to carry its concern to President 
Carter . The proposed visit to the president would " C o m -
mend and support him in his concern for peace and human 
rights." 
Commit t ing themselves to " the goal of worldwide 
abolition of nuclear weapons ," the conference affirmed its 
desire for world d isarmament and challenged the United 
States to take the lead by reducing military spending by 10 
percent a year on a scheduled basis, " t ransferr ing those 
funds to programs that meet human needs." The group 
suggested that other nations do the same. 
In calling for a delegation to meet with Carter to " lay 
before the President our concerns about military spending, 
nuclear weapons, arms sales, and related mat ters ," 
delegates recognized the President as a "fellow Chris t ian" 
and noted that in connection with " the C a m p David peace 
initiative, the President has quoted peace scriptures from 
the Old and New Tes tament . " They also said Carter 
recently had "indicated that nonviolence is at the heart of 
his concept of Chris t iani ty ." 
In the closing session of the meeting, Ronald J. Sider, a 
professor at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Philadelphia, called on the members of the three church 
tradit ions to "authent icate our word about peace with 
actions of costly, nonviolent identification with the op-
pressed." He suggested tht this would mean for some 
"leaving comfortable rural or suburban surroundings to 
join the poor of the earth in their struggle for justice—by 
making our homes in the black or Spanish-speaking inner 
cities, in the Appalachian highlands, in unjust Third World 
sett ings." 
Only when Christ ians are deeply involved in the struggle 
for the just societies that are basic to peace will they have 
any credibility. "When thousands of us are going to jail, 
being tortured, and getting martyred in a nonviolent 
struggle for justice in the inner cities and the Third World, 
then we will have the right to talk about nonviolence," said 
Sider. 
In an earlier address to the group, speaking on the topic 
" T h e Cross and Violence," Sider said the Bible has a 
radical concept of the nature of God which makes any 
tolerance of war and violence unacceptable. He described 
as heresy any doctrine about salvation and Jesus Christ 
that does not teach nonviolence as the proper way of 
living and lamented the failure of both pacifists and non-
pacifists to make the biblical idea of the cross more central 
in their lives. 
" I t is a tragedy of our time that many of those who 
app rop r i a t e the biblical unders tand ing of Chr i s t ' s 
vicarious cross fail to see its direct implications for the 
problem of war and violence," said Sider. "And it is 
equally tragic that some of those who most emphasize 
pacifism and nonviolence fail to ground it in Christ 's 
vicarious a tonement . " 
In describing the nature of God as revealed in Scripture, 
Sider said, " G o d loves his enemies. Instead of promptly 
destroying sinners, he continues lovingly to shower the 
good gifts of creation upon them. Since that is the way 
God is, those who want to be his sons and daughters must 
do likewise. Conversely, those who do not love their 
enemies are not the children of God. Those who by God 's 
grace seek to reflect his holiness will love their 
enemies—even when it involves a cross." 
Love toward enemies, Sider said, was Jesus' chosen 
"political response to centuries of violence and to the 
contemporary Zealots ' call for violent revolution." Sider 
indicated that Jesus consciously chose to establish a new 
order of human living using new methods although the old 
methods of force and violence were dominant in his time. 
" H e chose to implement his Messianic kingdom," said 
Sider, "with suffering servanthood rather than a violent 
sword." 
Sider contended that the way of the cross—the way of 
love and nonviolence—applies to every kind of human 
relationship. To believe otherwise, Sider said, is to deprive 
the Bible of its power. "Only if one holds biblical authority 
so irrelevant that one can ignore explicit, regularly 
repeated scriptural teaching; only if one so disregards 
Christ 's atonement that one rejects God 's way of dealing 
with enemies; only then," said Sider, "can we forsake the 
cross for the sword." 
The three church traditions noted that their concern for 
peace and justice and their opposition to war is grounded 
in Christian teaching. "Because our security is in Jesus 
Christ, we reject reliance on 'national secur i ty , ' " the 
group said in its statement. " W e reaffirm our membership 
in Christ 's kingdom and in the global community by 
denouncing the pervasive idolatry of the nation and of 
military strength." 
